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Radon Information Summary

What is Radon and why does it enter your home?

- Naturally occurring radioactive gas in soil

- Leading cause of lung cancer among non-smokers

- Accumulates under structures such as a home

- Low pressure in basement moves soil gases into basement

- Enters through cracks in basement floor, sump crocks, wall/floor joints, etc.
- Winter is the best time to test for radon; house is closed & heat is on

Where do you get test kits, how & where do you test, and what do your results mean?

Where do | get a test kit?

By mail:

Public Health Madison & Dane County

Attn: Radon Program

2300 S. Park Street, Room 2022

Madison WI 53713

Short-term kits $10.00 each, Long-term $15.00. Check made out to: Madison City Treasurer

In person:
East Washington Office City-County Building Atrium Office
2705 E. Washington 215 MLK Jr Blvd; Rm. 507 2300 S. Park St., Rm. 2010

How should | test?

Start with a short-term radon test kit (see what do my results mean below)
- Cost: Do it yourself short-term kits are ~ $10.00;

Test in the lowest lived in level of your home

Conduct the test in winter months with the house closed and heat on

- Long-term kits are $15.00 if appropriate

Where do | place a radon test kit?

At least 20 inches off the floor

At least 4 inches from other objects (in can be placed on a table, dresser, etc.)
At least 12 inches from an outside wall

At least 3 feet from windows and doors to the outside

Avoid drafts and high humidity (such as bathrooms & Kitchens)
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What do my results mean?

Below 4 pCi/L, test again in 5-6 yrs or if structural changes in home
- Between 4-8 pCi/L, conduct Long-term test (90 days — 1 yr) incl. winter
Above 8 pCi/L, conduct 2" short-term test. Mitigate if average above 8 pCi/I.

For more information regarding Radon

- South-Central WI Radon Information Center @ 608-243-0392

Where do | find a radon mitigation contractor?

- www.lowradon.org
- The following page shows what the website looks like

Once the site is open, click on Find a contractor. Contractors are listed by county.
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Testing for Radon

How to Red

About 1 out of 10 homes in Wisconsin has high radon levels

Find a Contractor Radon is a naturally occurring gas that is radioactive and can cause lung cancer. Radon can leak into your home and

is common in Wisconsin. While you can't see or smell it, you can protect yourself from it. Testing for radon is
common when buying or selling a home, but you should take action now by testing your home.

Radon in Schools

Radon Trainings

Radon 101 o »

REaptices TEST YOURHOME
Contact a Radon Information Center to get a test
Contacts kit for around $20; certified measurement
professionals are also available.

FIXARADON PROBLEM

If your radon levels are high, a contractor can fix
it. Check out the certified contractor listings.

SAVEA LIFE

Radon is the second leading cause of lung cancer

inthe United States. ., View our interactive map of

radon test results to see
where radon levels are the
highest.
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